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 This summer we had the great 
opportunity to add something extra to our 
summer mission trips with our friends at 
Lutheran Hour Ministries and the By Kids for 
Kids project.  This summer we collected over 
250 neon green shoe-string backpacks filled 
full of school supplies and bible stories to be 
given to kids that we are in ministry to. 
 Rhonda Kelman shared the following 
two stories: 
 

“On our first trip into Gilford, we handed out 
[By Kids for Kids] bags to eight children.  
They were all really excited to receive these 
backpacks of supplies and colouring books! 
It was really cool to go back at the end of 
the summer and have the children thank us 
again for the bags.” 
 

“[In Bella Bella] … the Lay Minister was very 
thankful and excited for the children to 
receive these bags. More children came and 
asked for these bags, because their friends 
had told them all about it! We also had a 
couple of parents come by and thank us for 

the backpacks we gave to their children. The 
Lay Minister of the Church asked us if she 
could keep some bags to hand out to 
families that she knew were in need, and we 
said of course!” 
 

 In addition to these two communities 
we also handed out multiple backpacks in 
the communities of Klemtu and Oweekeno.  
In total we handed out 100 backpacks to 
smiling and very appreciative kids who 
eagerly tore through the bags, excited by 
each item they pulled out! 
 A huge thank you goes out to all the 
kids and church groups that filled each neon 
green backpacks full of the various supplies.  
These simple gifts are making a positive 
impact on the kids and families that have 
and will receive them. 
 The remaining backpacks are being 

prepared for distribution during our mission 

trips in November and February.  If you 

would like to donate to make another 

mission trip happen please contact us! 

Rhonda Kelman’s Update   
 
 As some of you may or may not know, 
Rhonda Kelman, our previous Outreach 
Worker, returned to Concordia University last 
January to continue her education degree.  
We had the great joy of having her return to 
the ministry of the BC Mission Boat Society 
this summer where she provided her gifts, 
knowledge and leadership to our team minis-
try. 
 This fall she has again returned to Ed-
monton, AB to complete her final year of 
course work and practicum teaching.  She is 
currently teaching in her long practicum.  For 
this she has been placed in a 1st and 2nd 
grade combined classroom. This had been a 
request of hers as she has been seeking to 
gain similar experiences to what a teaching 
experience may look like in one of the First 
Nation communities we are in ministry with. 
 In a recent update she stated, “It has 
been a lot of fun teaching … I really miss be-
ing out on the Coast, the communities, 
friends and fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ. My hope is to come back to the coast 
to teach! God has definitely guided me 
through the summer and my first month back 
in Edmonton. ”   
  



For the past 8 years, the BC Mission Boat Society has been leasing 
the Tyee J as its mission boat from Charlotte and Harold Parsons of 
C&H Charters, www.chcharters.com.  Rhonda Kelman recently sat 
down with the owner and Captain, Harold Parsons, to ask him some 
history and hear how he got connected with the BC Mission Boat 
Society. 
 

Rhonda: Where did you grow up? 
Harold: Southern Ontario, near Stratford and London, just off of 
   Lake Huron. 
 

R: How did you end up all the way on the west coast then? 
H: I was doing transportation for Early Bird building supplies.  Moved  

out to the coast in 1976. 
 

R: When did you develop a passion for boats and water? 
H: I had a little boat in Ontario and have had boats all my life.  They 

just seemed to keep getting bigger, Ha.   
H: It’s so peaceful up along the coast and on the water in general. 

It’s a nuthouse back here in the city [Him and his wife lives in 
Surrey, BC]. All summer is calm and quiet as I spend most of my 
time on the water but returning home it’s nothing but sirens, 
noise, people complaining, and crazy news on TV… I prefer the 
water. 

 

R: When did you get involved with boat charters? 
H: Sometime in the early 80’s. The first boat that we bought and 

chartered was the Olympic Shadow. We started off chartering 
with Delta Charters and then we decided to start our own 
company, C&H Charters. 

 

R: When did you get involved with the BC Mission Boat?  
H: I think it was about 8 years ago. 
 

R: How did the BC Mission Boat Society get connected with you or 
did you connect with them? 

H: They called first. The Mission Boat had an old boat and then had 
an Avalon for one year.  They then got in contact with Cooper 
yachts who encouraged them to get in contact with our Charter.   
I told them to come and check [the boats] out, because I didn’t 
know what it was originally all about. So Pastor Bob, Kathy 
Bender, and Bob Davis came over and had a look. 

 

R: When did you start Captaining for the Mission Boat? 
H: It wasn’t till the 4th year they were leasing it from us. Kathy 

called me to see if I was interested. I wasn’t quit sure at first and  
hummed and hawed about it. I wasn’t sure what it was about and 
talked with Kathy some more and finally decided that I would try 
it.  I really enjoyed it and have helped out ever since.  I saw that 
they needed the extra skipper and decided it was important for 
the ministry. 

 

R: Are you a Christian and if so when did you become a Christian? 
H: Yes.  Ha, years ago, when I was born. I always went to church and 

Sunday school growing up.  My wife and I still attend a church 
over here. 

 

R: How has your faith changed over the years? 
H: It has gotten stronger over the years. 
 

R: What are some of your favorite parts of Captaining the BC 
Mission Boat? 

H: I really enjoy being with all of the [crew and people we visit] and 
watching them enjoy what is happening around them. 

H: And of course getting crabs, fish and prawns! 
 

R: Do you have any favorite memories with the Mission Boat? 
H: I really enjoy seeing all the people, places, and being part of what 

the Mission Boat is doing. 
 

R: After eight years, what does the BC Mission Boat mean to you? 
H: We are helping the kids in their Christianity and encouraging 

them in their faith. 
 

R: Have any advice for people thinking about going on a trip?  
H: Just go and do it!  Try it for yourselves.  It’s an experience you will 

never forget in your own backyard. People travel to other places 
to do missions and don’t even realize what there is here in 
Canada. It’s hard to explain what it is happening in your own 
backyard! 

H: Come out, have fun and Enjoy! 
 

Q&A: Harold Parsons, owner of the Tyee J - Rhonda Kelman 

Prayer Changes Things… So Might a Visit! 
 

We can pray for you or with you, even by phone! 
 
In Hospital?  If you or a family member is in the hospital in 
Campbell River, Comox, Nanaimo, Port Alberni, Vancouver, 
or Victoria, we have people who can visit, in friendship and 
support. 
 
When you feel the need for prayer – Prayer requests are 
handled with confidentiality, trust and respect. Feel free to 
call our office anytime, and if no one is available to take 
your call, leave a message, and we’ll call you back as soon 
as we can! 
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A special thank you to all 

the people  of  Bella Bella, Bull 
Harbour, Echo Bay, Ehattesaht, 
Gilford, Hopetown, Kingcome, 
Klemtu, Kyuquot, Oclujce, Port 
Neville, Oweekeno, Shawl Bay, 
Sointula and more! You have 
welcomed and blessed our 

teams of volunteers in so many 
ways. There are so many of you 
to acknowledge, and we don’t 

want to miss anyone!  
 

Thank you so much! 
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From time to time we are asked, “What 
does the ministry of the BC Mission Boat 
Society mean to the people in the 
communities that you are in ministry 
with?”  So we raised the question , 
“What did the BC Mission Boat mean to 
you this summer or years past?” to a 
group of Facebook friends, that we 
visited this summer.  The responses may 
surprise you! 
 
 
“It does mean a lot for us when the 
mission boat comes to Klemtu for the 
week to teach our children and adults 
there is a man above us that created us 
all. We have to thank him all the time 
when we wake up “Thank you Lord for 
another day ahead of me.”  And most of 
all, we as Kitasoo, like to thank the 
mission boat for coming each year even 
if it means for you guys to be away from 
your family for awhile just to come and 
teach us all.  Thank you all for making a 
point to visit our elders, it means a lot 
for them and to us because they have 
the best stories ever.  Thanks a lot.” 
  - Medrick, 20 - Klemtu, BC 

“I thought the BC Mission visit was 
awesome. The kids absolutely love it 
when you guys come to visit. It’s 
awesome” 
  - Cory, 21 – Ehattesaht, BC 
 
“It wasn't just the kids who loved you 
guys here. Cory loved you guys too. I'm 
sure the youth loved the night visits, 
card games, and camp fire. I just wish I 
could have been around more. But your 
people were a lot of help for the kids and 
the youth. Thanks for coming to 
Zeballos.  Keep coming back!!“ 
          - Jo-Lynn, 19 - Ehattesaht, BC  
 
“Wish you guys could get a place here, 
and send a revolving unit to come in and 
out on weekly basis, that would be so 
nice. It is so nice to have your positive 
energy and positive thoughts instilled in 
our young. Thank you for coming by! 
Each new crew provides new thoughts, 
and fun! May the Creator watch over 
you all, and keep you safe in your 
absence from our community! God bless 
you all!” 
  - Maggi, 54 - Ehattesaht, BC 

“Having the B.C Mission Boat come here 
in the summer is awesome!  I love 
having you guys here. It’s just so good 
that you guys take your time to come 
and visit [us] here.  It [is] just a great 
experience for everyone: the teenagers, 
kids, the elders, just learning about God, 
it’s so good. Having you guys come here 
it means a lot to me, and probably 
everyone else too! Thank you!” 
  - Linda, 16 – Klemtu, BC 

Community Response: What did the BC Mission Boat mean to you this summer?  

A BC Mission Boat crew member and some friends from Gilford dancing and posing in the sunset 



 

As our Summer season came to a close, we asked our summer 
staffers, Jessica and Kaitlin, to share some of their experiences 
from this summer.  This is what they had to say: 
 

 
“God is pretty amazing with His plans for our lives...I went on five 
different trips and had a life changing summer!” 
       - Jessica 
 

“The one thing that I keep telling people about this summer is how 
fast it has gone by.  If feels like yesterday that I arrived in Parksville 
to start on this adventure, and I have never looked back.” 
       - Kaitlin 
 

“Overall I’ve had an absolutely incredible time being part of such a 
unique organization and welcoming congregation.  I’ve learned, 
grown and experienced so much this summer that I know will have 
a lasting impact on my life.” 
       - Jessica 
 

“My favorite part of the week [in Oweekeno] was the kids who 
participated in Kid’s Club.  We would play games long after Kid’s 
Club was through, it was so great to get to know them.” 
       - Kaitlin 
 

“Through playing guitar and singing at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church and in Bella Bella, going door to door in Gilford getting 
photo consent, meeting tons of people in Ehattesaht and Zeballos, 
doing home visits and helping to lead kids club, plan curriculum, 
lead devotions and pray out loud, I’ve been so stretched to do 
things I never thought I could do.” 
       - Jessica 
 

“A few highlights from the summer include the first trip...to 
Ahousat… It felt like God had put [Rhonda, Jessica, and myself] on 
the same team previously so that we would be some what prepared 
to go back again when the community needed us.” 
       - Kaitlin 
 

“...through all of the ups and downs and stretching I’ve had to 
really rely on God to get me through and I’ve grown so much in my 
faith and in my relationship with God.” 

      - Jessica 
 

“Through working for the BC Mission Boat I have learned that 
ministering to people can take many forms, from discussing faith 
and praying with people to small talk and playing games.” 
       - Kaitlin 
 

“If I had to describe my summer working with the BC Mission Boat 
in a few words I would say that it was a stretching, changing and an 
incredible summer!” 
       - Jessica 
 
 

It was such a privilege to be in ministry with both Jessica and 
Kaitlin!  We wish them well as they have both returned to 
Concordia University College of Alberta in Edmonton for this year. 

 

 

Summer Staffers, Jessica and Kaitlin, trying on the 
mission boat survival suits on a hot summer day! 

Have these stories sparked an interest in 
traveling on the Mission Boat?  If so please 

call or write to us for more information! 
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Reflections from our Summer Staff 

BC Mission Boat full-time Summer Staff:  
(L-R) Kaitlin, Jessica, Rhonda, Marcus 



Support our Ministry - Wear Our Shirt! 

A special thanks goes out to Fortress Manufacturing Inc. of Benton Harbor, Michigan, for their generous financial donation. This is the 3rd 
year in a row that they have provided us with special funding so that each mission volunteer was able to receive a BC Mission Boat t-shirt.  
We have a number of these newly redesigned 100% cotton t-shirts left over, and we are making them available to our donors, supporters, 
volunteers and friends for a suggested donation of $20.00.  Sizes available are M, L, XL, and XXL.  The shirts are maroon with gold, white, 
and blue lettering.  Contact our office if you are interested: 250-248-5300 or office@bcmissionboat.org. 

We need your E-MAIL Address! 
 

We are transitioning over to emailing our 
newsletter. We are doing this to help save money, 
resources, time and to be able to provide you with 
additional updates throughout the year.  Please 
email or call our office and help us make this shift! 
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Coffee is on in Parksville!! 
 

Remember that Parksville is where the home base 
and location of the BC Mission Boat Society.  Driving 
through? Why not call us and stop by for a visit over 
coffee or lunch! We would love to see you! 

Q & A with One Summer Crew Member 
Each summer we are amazed at the experi-
ences and growth team members share with 
us.  Here is a small glimpse: 
 

Q: Can you tell our readers who you are and 
where you traveled to this summer? 
A: My name is Alicia Bailey, and I was a mem-
ber of the mission boat crew that went to 
Bella Bella this August.  
 

Q: So how was your mission trip? 
A: It truly was a great spiritual journey for me 
and those who I worked with.  
 

Q: What did you enjoy most about your 
week? 
A: I really enjoyed working with the children 
and teens. I felt like we made a connection 
with a lot of the individuals that we spent our 
time with.  
 

Q: Is there one event or thing that happened 
during your week that sticks out to you? 
A: I had a chance to witness to someone for 
the first time. A complete stranger on the 
side of the road who asked me to pray for 

him and I did. It was one of the most terrify-
ing things I have ever done, but it changed 
my life. I allowed the Lord to speak through 
me for the first time.  
 

Q: Have you been staying in contact with 
people you met on the mission trip? 
A: I am staying in touch with many of the 
youth in Bella Bella and I hope to return next 
year with my mom.  
 

Q: Has the mission experience continued 
outside of your one week on the boat? 
A: I have continued my mission in the midst 
of my own church and I will be helping to 
lead the kids church starting September.  
 

Q: Is there anything else you would like to 
say that I haven’t asked you about? 
A: I want to thank each of you who made this 
trip possible for us. It was an opportunity of a 
lifetime and I will continue to pray for those 
who are making a real effort to show these 
people that there is a real God and his love is 
undying.  

Alicia in her Armour of God 
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